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cosmogony of the Hebrews/' with the wildest
dreams of heathen fable j and then cast the
whole away, without farther notice, as rub-
bish which does not deserve a moment's in-
vestigation from philosophers so enlightened
and profound as themselves. Thus they treat
the words of the living God,, when they in-
terfere with the free progress of their own
speculations, with less respect than they would
show to the depositions of an unlettered pea-
sant on some meteor or aerolite which he had
personally witnessed. But in so doing, they
offend against the maxims of inductive philoso-
phy, no less than against the lessons of Chris-
tian faith. They prove by their conduct that
they prefer inferences to facts, and remote,
conjectural conclusions and theories of their
own from data most complicated and perplex-
ing, to the fair and honest collection of all the
evidence of every kind, and that reasonable
preference of immediate testimony to skilful
conjectures, which forms the very foundation,
of genuine science,

Christian believers, it is true, have often
sinned by extreme* rashness on the other side,
and thrown a serious stumbling-block in^tho
path of scientific men. Instead of a cautious
and patient inquiry, how much or little the